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A. INTRODUCTION 

In International Master Program on Mathematics Education of Sriwijaya University, there is 
one subject which should be taken, i.e: Mathematics Classroom Observation. To observe in PMRI 
school, our lecturer (Mrs. Ratu Ilma) asked us to make a group in which one group consists of three 
or four people. Denny, Reni, and I have the task to observe in SDN 117 Palembang, grade three. 
SDN 117 Palembang is located at Jl. Musi Raya Perumnas Sako Kanten Palembang. It’s very 
strategic location, because it’s near downtown. We can see the beautiful building. Most of people 
in Palembang choosed this school with expectation that it can improve the students’ ability in 
education. 

 
B. PURPOSES OF OBSERVATION 

The purposes of this observation are : 
1. To give report of teaching-learning process in elementary school which develop Realistic 

Mathematics Education (RME) and try to analyze it. 
2. To improve our abilities in language, in accuracy of observation, evaluation, and reflection.  
3. To learn and to develop application of RME. 

 
C. OBSERVATION IN SDN 117 PALEMBANG  

The implementation of Realistic Mathematics Education (RME) in SDN 117 has been 
developed since 2007. We found that using RME or PMRI in class is very gratify. The teaching-
learning processes in class become more active than traditional teaching-learning. Beside of that, 
the condition of class is very nice. There were many inventions which have been created by 
students. There are full color, full creation, and also full enthusiasm of students.  

 

                
 
One thing which make me interested that I found the problem which is related to 

student’s ability in mathematical communication. We have already known that the definition of 
mathematical communication in elementary school, grade three based on “THE PRINCIPLES 
AND STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL MATHEMATICS is : 1)organize and consolidate their 
mathematical thinking through communication; 2) communicate their mathematical thinking 
coherently and clearly to peers, teachers, and others; 3) analyze and evaluate the mathematical 
thinking and strategies of others; 4) use the language of mathematics to express mathematical 
ideas precisely. (http://standards.nctm.org/document/chapter5/comm.htm). By the chance, I found 
the problem which included the indicators of mathematical communication in grade three.  

When we observed the teaching and learning processes in mathematics, we asked some 
students. We asked about responses to mathematics lesson, the subject matter which is interesting 
for them, the reason of why they must study mathematics lesson, and the score of mathematics in 
their final test. Most of them explained that they like mathematics because the teaching and 
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learning of mathematics in their class is very interesting which is using Realistic Mathematics 
Education (RME). 

From all questions which have been asked to students, we felt satisfied with the answer of 
students, because every student mentioned the reason which is related to their ability. Surprisingly, 
when we asked one subject matter about multiplication in daily lifes, most students could answer 
our question with the distinct reasons. The other students could answer our question, but the reason 
was not very clear. 

If we connected to the indicator of mathematical communication, we assumed that teaching 
and learning mathematics using RME has given good impact for the student’s ability, especially in 
mathematical communication. However, the inability of some students in expressing mathematical 
ideas was caused by the background of their ability in mathematics is low too, but basically they 
really like mathematics using RME because the condition of class become more attractive (based 
on the interview with the teacher in SDN 117 Palembang, Mrs. Rusmawati).  

 

             
The example of students work 


